
     CASTLE ROCK TOWNSHIP                     Approved                                             
PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING 

March 26, 2018 @ 6:30 p.m. 

The Planning Commission of Castle Rock Township scheduled a Public Hearing to be held on Monday, 

March 26, 2018 at 6:30 p.m.   

Present were Jeff Partington, Chair, Mary Ann Enggren, Vice-Chair, Jennifer Wegner, Mike Betzold and 

Barbara Lang, Commission members.  Also attending were Dean Johsnon, Town Planner; Drea Doffing, 

Rosie Alberts, Niel Peterson, Brian & Katie Thom, Len & Sheryl Schrader, Jean Foster, Sandy Weber, 

Nancy Asher, Chris Carlson, Erik Nielsen, Dave Nicolai and Jon Juenke. 

Hearing was called to order by Chair Jeff Partington at 6:30 pm and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Chair Jeff Partington read the purpose of the Hearing: The purpose of this hearing is to present the update 

of the Castle Rock Township Comprehensive Plan.  Castle Rock is one of 16 townships and rural cities 

participating in the Dakota County Rural Collaborative Comprehensive Plan. 

The meeting was then turned over to Town Planner Dean Johnson for his presentation of the updated 

Comprehensive Plan.  He explained that after all public hearings have been held in the jurisdictions 

participating in the Collaborative, the final draft will be distributed to all required adjacent jurisdictions.  

There is then a six-month time period for comments to be submitted.  After the comment period, the plan 

is then submitted to the Metropolitan Council for their review and approval.  This must be done before the 

end of 2018. 

Mr. Johnson presented several maps that will be included in the updated Plan and gave an overview of all 

the townships and small cities participating in the collaborative, along with explanations of the various 

types of zoning indicated on the new maps. 

He noted that Castle Rock Township has two watersheds within its boundaries, the North Cannon River 

Watershed and the Vermillion River Watershed. 

The total area within the collaborative includes 192,000 acres.  Of that area, 163,000 acres are designated 

for AG use, 5% is designated for parks, 2.8% contains surface waters and 0.4% is residential.  Part of the 

process is that the maps are updated every ten years and include planning for a twenty-year period of 

time. 

Mr. Johnson noted that within Castle Rock Township, there has been discussion about developing 

clustering in Rural Residential 1 (RR-1) areas, which would include a proposed zoning change for 

approximately 160 acres, and the other RR-1 areas within the township.   

Mr. Johnson then asked if anyone had questions or comments.  Drea Doffing asked if this Comp Plan 

update extends to 2030 or 2040, and also inquired if the Orderly Annexation Agreement with the City of 

Farmington extends to 2030 or 2040.  Mr. Johnson replied that both include planning to 2040.  He further 

explained that Empire Township’s Orderly Annexation Agreement allows the City of Farmington to 

guide any planning changes within the annexation agreement.  Sandy Weber, Chair of the Castle Rock 

Township Board of Supervisors, confirmed that the township’s Orderly Annexation Agreement is the 

same. 

Ms. Weber further commented that she is involved with committees for both watershed areas and has 

been attending the One Plan One Watershed meetings that have recently been held regarding the North 

Cannon River Watershed area. 

Dave Nicolai indicated that Nancy Asher was present and would like an explanation about density for her 

40 acres.  Mr. Johnson explained that the Met Council uses the density of 1 residence per 10 acres (1/10).  

The area proposed for RR-1 rezoning in Castle Rock Township has to be approved by the Met Council.  



Regional plans and then local plans have to be developed and then approved by the Met Council before 

the new designation would become official. 

Rosie Alberts asked if this zoning change is because of taxes.  Mr. Johnson’s reply was that rural 

subdivisions don’t have a history of paying for themselves within the real estate tax structure.  Castle 

Rock and other jurisdictions in the collaborative are looking at clustering and formal paperwork to 

preserve agricultural easements for the remaining portions of the affected property to mitigate the 

difference in real estate taxes for the townships. 

Sheryl Schrader asked for an explanation of road improvements and how that works.  Mr. Johnson’s 

explanation was that normally the paved areas should have plans for major maintenance every twenty 

years.  The bulk of township roads are gravel, which is normal for a lot of areas.   

Drea Doffing asked what is being presented to the Met Council for the proposed rezoning area.  Mr. 

Johnson referred to the maps in his presentation and indicated that 160 acres are in the request for Castle 

Rock Township, and there are a few other situations in other jurisdictions within the collaborative that are 

requesting some changes.  In the big picture of 192,000 acres, the total of these rezoning requests is fairly 

minor. 

Jean Foster asked Mr. Johnson to explain how the calculations would be made for how many new lots 

that could be clustered if all of this is approved.  Mr. Johnson explained that within the 160 acre area, 

there would be a maximum of 16 units allowed (at the 1/10 ratio).  From that number, the number of 

existing homes within that acreage has to be deducted to arrive at the actual number of building sites that 

would be available.  Mr. Johnson also noted that each of the new lots would have to provide their own 

septic and wells. 

Mr. Partington commented that the Planning Commission has already made the recommendation to the 

Board of Supervisors to comply with the 1/10 density in our township.  He explained that the Board of 

Supervisors actually makes the final determination.   

Mr. Partington also asked Mr. Johnson what is the best benefit to the township for taxation.  Mr. Johnson 

explained that AG farmland is the best return to townships for tax dollars. Mr. Johnson also explained that 

increasing density could also affect the fire service contracts and police coverage for the township.  If 

clustering and a housing development would be established, establishing new roads for that area would 

also increase taxes.  He also commented that if sewer and water services ever become available to some 

of the small existing border parcels, the cost could be prohibitive to the individual owners for installing 

those services. 

Mr. Partington asked if there were any further comments or questions.  Hearing none, he asked the 

Commission members if they needed any further discussion.  The Planning Commission will make their 

recommendation during the regular meeting that follows the Public Hearing. 

Jennifer Wegner / Mike Betzold made a motion to adjourn the Public Hearing.  5 ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

Public Hearings adjourned at 7:15 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Barbara Lang, Town Clerk 

Castle Rock Township 

Attest:  Jeff Partington, Chair, Castle Rock Planning Commission 


